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preserving order (and they evidently ignored such a tri-
fling detail as the United States Constitution) and attacked
Knox for not having brought suit against the Miners Union
as violating the Sherman Anti-Trust Law."

Eeports of the conference were published in the news-
papers of October 4, and on the following day the President
received, what was undoubtedly one of the most welcome
and gratifying letters of his life, the following from Grover
Cleveland:

PRINCETON, October 4, 1902.
My dear Mr. President:

I read in the paper this morning on my way home from
Buzzard's Bay, the newspaper account of what took place
yesterday between you and the parties directly concerned
in the coal strike.

I am so surprised and "stirred up" by the position taken
by the contestants that I cannot refrain from making a
suggestion which perhaps I would not presume to make if
I gave the subject more thought. I am especially disturbed
and vexed by the tone and substance of the operators' de-
liverances.

It cannot be that either side, after your admonition to
them, cares to stand in their present plight, if any sort of
an avenue, even for temporary escape, is suggested to them.

Has it ever been proposed to them that the indignation
and dangerous condemnation now being launched against
both their houses might be allayed by the production of
coal in an amount, or for a length of time, sufficient to serve
the necessities of consumers, leaving the parties to the
quarrel, after such necessities are met, to take up the fight
again where they left off " without prejudice" if they
desire!

This would eliminate the troublesome consumer and pub-
lic; and perhaps both operators and miners would see
enough advantage in that, to induce them to listen to such
a proposition as I have suggested.

I know there would be nothing philosophical or consis-